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http://www.menti.com/al6ogap6thhm
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Inclusive Design

A human-centered 
design process that 

embraces the diversity 
and uniqueness of a 

community

Accessibility

A feature or an 
attribute; removing 

barriers and creating 
products for people 

with disability

Universal Design

A design usable by
all people, to the
greatest extent

possible, without
need for adaptation

Universal Design considers all aspects of the built environment – homes, landscapes,
streetscapes and mobility routes, commercial developments, life space, including

equipment and architecture – with the goal of making them accessible to every person
regardless of age or ability.
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The ICC 
ANSI A117.1 

standards 
include criteria for a 

Type C Dwelling 
Unit (Visitable) 

that details how these 
features can be 

implemented.  117.1 
standards are 

considered bare 
minimum – based on 
manual wheelchairs.
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• Accessibility is an 
attribute

• Inclusive design is a 
process/ method

• Universal design is 
the construction



CLEARING A RAMP
CLEARS THE PATH FOR EVERYONE!

Universal Design 
Principles

• Inclusive/Equitable

• Responsive 

• Flexible

• Convenient/Comfortable

• Accommodating/Intuitive

• Welcoming/Perceptible

• Realistic 



Universal Design In Practice
We use Universal Design everyday 

and don’t even realize it!
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Northwest Universal Design Council
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https://planning.adobeconnect.com/p2ogszb2zuv/
https://planning.adobeconnect.com/p2ogszb2zuv/
https://planning.adobeconnect.com/p2ogszb2zuv/
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South Sound Housing 
Affordability Partners
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Creating 
Connection in 

Angle Lake

Mercy Housing Northwest

Connection Angle Lake 

SeaTac, WA

Opened June 2025



• 130 Affordable Homes for
households earning up to
60% AMI

• 20% of units reserved for
people with disabilities

• Adjacent to Angle Lake 
Light Rail station in 
SeaTac

• Universal design and 
accessibility inspired by 
people with lived 
experience



• Design focus groups to help solicit feedback from people with IDD, their 
families, and services providers

• Accessibility features and adaptability throughout building and units

• Accessibility matrix for each unit
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Increase the number of 
affordable units 
possible on the site, 
while contributing 
benefits like anew 
secure BikeLink facility, 
creating plaza spaces, 
and installing additional 
overhead protection for 
pedestrians

Sound Transit discounted the property value to support the project’s 
affordable housing outcomes.

Mercy secured financing for the project from multiple public and
private sources, including the Washington State Housing Finance
Commission, King County, and the Amazon Housing Equity Fund.
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https://www.agingkingcounty.org/
https://www.agingkingcounty.org/
https://www.seattle.gov/age-friendly
https://www.seattle.gov/age-friendly
https://www.environmentsforall.org/
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What would make you feel more 
welcome, comfortable, safe, and 
included in Redmond?

How can Redmond 
become more accessible 
to community members 
with disabilities?

What could be designed differently 
to enhance belonging, 

independence, community 
connections and pride?
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IDD Housing
Redmond has an identified need for 
housing for community members with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities (IDD). Incentives will be 
provided for units added to the state’s 
IDD housing program (design standards 
apply, and may be eligible for state 
funding opportunities). 
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Community Development & 
Design Element 
Contains policies related to implementing the 
community vision for where development and 
redevelopment will be permitted and what it will look 
like. It also contains policies related to preserving our 
history. 

I. Introduction
II. Accommodating Growth
III. Centers
IV. Corridors
V. Neighborhoods
VI. Design
VII. Preservation

The vision, guiding principles, existing conditions, and 
growth projections are found in the Introduction 
section for this Element, while each remaining section 
will have a set of policies specific to that topic. 



35

FW-CD-1 | Utilize design standards and requirements 
that maintain Redmond as a welcoming and inclusive 
community. 

• CD-1 | Adopt design standards that incorporate Universal Design 
principles…

• CD-2 | Review policies, design standards and requirements, 
building codes, standard details, and other policies and regulations 
that impact the built environment to ensure they consider the 
needs of all community members regardless of their age, gender, 
language, or ability…

• CD-3 | Increase the inclusiveness of housing and neighborhoods 
through design requirements, standards, incentives, and 
partnerships that result in housing that is more resilient, flexible, 
and adaptable to meet needs that change over time…

• CD-4 | Incentivize or require the incorporation of universal design 
features into community assembly spaces and uses…
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Universal Design incorporated into city design standards for new construction. 

Mandatory design elements and incentives work together
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Design criteria to improve 
accessibility for all ages and 
abilities
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https://www.redmond.gov/2057/Inclusive-Design
https://www.redmond.gov/2057/Inclusive-Design
https://www.redmond.gov/2057/Inclusive-Design
https://www.redmond.gov/2057/Inclusive-Design
https://www.redmond.gov/2057/Inclusive-Design
mailto:BFrey@redmond.gov
mailto:BFrey@redmond.gov
mailto:Caren.Goldenberg@seattle.gov
mailto:Caren.Goldenberg@seattle.gov
http://www.menti.com/al6ogap6thhm
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